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REMARKS 

In the original application, Claim 6 was inadvertently numbered Claim 8, and as such, the 
claims proceeding from claim 6 were misnumbered. From the Office Action, it appears that the 
Examiner has subsequently renumbered the claims in order to correct the numbering error in the 
originally filed application. Applicant has formally amended the claim numbers to reflect the 
proper claim numbers. 

a. Election. 

The Office Action states that claims 16-17 and 19 are withdrawn from consideration for 
being drawn to a non-elected Group H-X. Applicant has deleted claims 16-17 and 19 from the 
application without traverse. Applicant reserves the right to reassert the claims in a continuation 
or divisional application. 

b. Claims 1-6, 10-15 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C § 102(b). 

Claims 1-6, 10-15 and 18 are currently rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 4,478,546 to Mercer. 

The present invention is directed towards a coupling mechanism for coupling a threaded 
member to a non-threaded member. Prior to the present invention, the non-threaded member 
would need to have a complementary threaded portion welded thereon in order for the two 
members to be coupled. To avoid the cost and the delay of welding a threaded portion onto a 
non threaded member, in one embodiment, the present invention teaches of creating an aperture 
on the non-threaded member and a threaded couple is then engaged to the aperture. The 


25308165.1 

-5- 


Received from < 6123991836 > at 9/23/03 10:50:00 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] 



09/23/2003 09:52 FULBRIGHT & JRWORSKI MPLS -> 0994101 1270817038729326» NO. 679 P008 

threaded couple is then able to threadedly couple to the threaded member, thereby connecting the 
threaded member to the non-threaded member. 

Mercer discloses a quick release bolt system which is comprised essentially of a bolt 
which is divided in half 1 1 a and 1 lb and a slide insert 17 which is sandwiched between the bolt 
halves. The bolt insert provides the spacing necessary to enable the:bolt halves to engage a 
threaded connection. The bolt halves are quickly released from threaded engagement by 
removing the insert. 

Mercer does not disclose the present invention. Mercer's bolt can only couple items 
which can receive and engage the threading on the two bolt halves. It is not designed to couple a 
threaded member to a non-threaded member. Furthermore, as amended, the claims reflect that 
the threaded couple must engage the first member through an aperture in the first member. 
Assuming that the insert 17 of Mercer corresponds to the first member of the present invention, 
the insert does not have an aperture therethrough which is engaged by the bolt halves. As such, 
Mercer does not fully anticipate the claimed invention. 

Also, the insert in Mercer is not intended to be coupled, it is 'designed to slide freely 
between the bolt halves. Since Mercer does not couple the insert to! the bolt halves or the second 
member there is no motivation for placing an aperture through the insert. 

As such, we respectfully request that the rejections based on 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) be 
withdrawn. 
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CONCLUSION 

Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner consider the pending claims and 
arguments. Applicant respectfully submits that, as amended, the subject application is in 
condition for allowance, and allowance thereof is kindly requested. Should the Examiner wish to 
discuss these claims further, or should an Examiner's Amendment be needed in order for the 
claims to proceed to allowance, the Examiner is invited to direct any questions regarding this 
application to John Klos at (612) 321-2806. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Tennant Company, by its attorneys, 

Dated: J*>nc I1,*oq3 <">~— /^w— 

Johif^. Klos, Esq. 
Registration Na 37,162 
Fulbright & JaWorski L.L.P. 
225 South Sixth Street, Suite 4850 
Minneapolis, MN 55402-4320 
Telephone: (612)321-2806 
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via facsimile to Commissioner for Patents telephone number 703-872-9326 
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